Abundance of adult copepods and late copepodid stages from the upper 50 m in the Golfe du Lion (N.W. Mediterranean) was studied by the author in 1986, 1987, and 1988 
golandicus (Claus, 1863) , and Temora stylifera (Dana, 1849) .
Generally, copepodids slightly outnumbered the adult copepods in the coastal and neritic region, but they were twice to three times more numerous than adults in the oceanic region. Beside copepods, Cladocera formed the most important group at the near-coastal stations near the Rhone mouth; Siphonophora and Salpidae were most abundant at the neritic and oceanic stations. 1986, 1987, et 1988 (Razouls, 1972) (Margalef, 1984 (Cahet et al., 1972) .
Late copepodid stages often differ in vertical distribution from the adults (Ambler & Miller, 1987) Aboard the ship, the sampled zooplankton from two nets of the triple WP2 was preserved in 4% neutralized formalin. The zooplankton from the third net was frozen in order to determine biomass (cf. Lovegrove, 1961) . After subsampling with a plankton splitter (Razouls, 1972) , generally 1/20 of the initial sample was examined to obtain a number of about one thousand copepods for identification and counting. In order to test the difference in adult-to-juvenileproportions between the neritic stations and the oceanic stations (Fig. 4) (Zijp, 1974 ) and oceanic region (36,604 m~2 ), but adult mean numbers were much lower in the oceanic region (Fig. 4) .
Copepod abundance in December was lower than in September in all regions, and minimum numbers were recorded in the oceanic region (Fig. 4) having the same abundance, and the other species decreasing considerably (Fig. 3) .
Low abundances were also found in the nearcoastal region in February. The most abundant species present at the coastal stations were Clausocalanus spp., Oithona spp., and Oncaea spp. (Fig. 3 ).
In the oceanic region mean numbers were slightly higher than in the neritic region for both adults and juveniles. (Fig. 4) (Emery, 1968; Hamner & Carleton, 1979 May/June, however, copepod abundance is about similar in the neritic and oceanic region (Fig. 4) . In
February this is due to vertical mixing, and in May/ (Vervoort, 1963 (Vervoort, , 1965 (Vives, 1963; Mazza, 1967; Furnestin, 1979) and most probably responsible for the high copepodid concentration.
The oceanic region
The ratio juveniles/adults was much higher in the oceanic region than in the neritic and near-coastal regions in all periods (Fig. 4) 
